


        SUMMER SOFTBALL Q AND A’s
HOW DO I GET ON A TEAM?

There are three ways: 1. Place your name, phone number, and league/ position on the players pool sheet at the City Rec Dept.  The list is made available to all managers looking for players.  2. Start and form your own team. 3.  Obtain a list of managers and call for tryouts or check the spring team practice schedule list and stop by at practice and inquire about openings.  Players must conform to PHCSA residency rules: players must live or work full time in St Clair County and north to M-90 in Sanilac County. Outside the area players must have Board approval.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO PUT IN A TEAM?

League fees vary on the league, depending on number of games. Example Mens slow pitch is $700 (2011 season rate). This breaks down to $495 for game officials, $35 sanction fee, $80 2 dozen softballs, $50 field maintence, and $40 for playoffs. Teams are required to have matching jerseys and pants, gloves, and bats bought by players or sponsors. Also each is required to pay a players fee for each league they play in and turn in a gold contact card before playing. (Slow pitch fee for mens is $20.00 per player)  League fees: Modified $800, Women SP $577.00, COED $360. (Note fees are for returning teams, new teams add $50.00)
WHAT IS THE PLAYER FEE?

Each league has a player fee and is known as the “Gold card” contract fee. The fee for most leagues is $20.00 for most leagues. (CoEd is $15.00) The fee goes to cover league-operating costs: phone, web site, league and playoff trophies/awards, administration, field maintenance fees, and miscellaneous operating costs.It is also used to upgrade field improvements. It also serves as contract for each to their team and releases the City of Port Huron, School district, and PHCSA from liability for any injuries suffered during the playing of games. The contract card must be co-signed by both manager and player. A player that plays on a team without gold contract card, all games are forfeits, and the player and manager are suspended for all play in all leagues at least one year.

WHERE DO I PAY LEAGUE FEES AND CONTRACT CARD FEES?

Payment can made at the City Recreation department Monday- Friday 8am to 4:30pm. Payment can be also mailed to the league at 3979 Arlington Ave, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059. ALL PAYMENTS ARE MADE PAYABLE TO PHCSA BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. CASH IS NOT ACCEPTED. Contract cards must be in by 4;30pm of opening day and 24 hours advance after opening day. No fees or contract cards will be accepted at the field. Returned checks result in player suspension the issue is cleared and a $25.00 returned check fee is paid to PHCSA.

HOW MANY TEAMS CAN I PLAY ON?

In all divisions except Mens Slow pitch you can play on one team in one division. The divisions are Men Slow Pitch, Women Slow Pitch, , Mens Modified and COED. Players that wish to play in Modified and Slow Pitch must have Board approval to play in lower divisions of slow pitch and they must play on different nights.(You cannot play in two leagues on the same night) Also players that wish to move down in lower divisions of slow pitch must have Board approval. In East Div I only two move down players from Modified or North-South are allowed with Board approval. None are allowed in East Div II.
(Updated for 2010 league play)

WHAT IF I WANT TO SWITCH TEAMS?

To leave one team for another, you must have a signed release from the manager of your original team stating that you are released from the team with date and signature of the manager. (All uniforms and equipment must be turned in) The signed release form is turned in along with a new gold contract card for the new team to City Rec Dept.  This requires 24hr-waiting period. The gold card fee does not have to be paid again.

WHAT ABOUT RAIN OUTS?

If case of rain, or wet grounds, an announcement is made on the PHCSA phone line (385-2229) around 4:30pm on field conditions. During heavy rainy periods, it is a good idea to call for field conditions as sometimes takes longer for fields to dry during extreme rainy periods. If your game is rained out and team reports to the field, you may practice in the outfield only, no practice is allowed on the infield area, teams will be penalized for infield practice on closed fields. Games that are rained out will be rescheduled usually within 48hrs. The new date will be posted on the league web page PHCSA.com and at the City Recreation dept windows for viewing.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I GET HURT? AM I COVERED??

No, PHCSA does not provide medical coverage. You play at your own risk. Players that do not have medical coverage can obtain it through Bollinger insurance that is offered to ASA sanctioned teams. The cost is $260.00 per team with a $500 deductible. For more information call the league office at 385-2229.

HOW ARE THE LEAGUES SET UP?

Teams turn in rosters with all players and previous teams they played on. Leagues are set up according to finish the year before and by new additions and deletions. Teams that finish in first and second place move up a division, 2nd place may appeal their move up. In mens slow pitch, lower division teams have quotas on numbers of upper division players on team. Coed teams are based on caliber of team’s players, finish in last season, and team makeup.

UNSPORTMANLIKE CONDUCT

Players and managers that act in an unsportsmanlike conduct before, during or after the game can be ejected from the park. This can result in further suspension for all league play and fines. Also any abuse of umpires will not be tolerated and result in suspensions and fines. Threats to umpires are a two-year suspension from all games. Any player involved in fighting in a game or in a city park is also suspended for a minimum of one year. Drinking of alcoholic beverages before, during, or after games will result in suspensions and fines. Use of any narcotic substance in City parks also will result in suspension. Profanity in City Park and diamonds will also result in ejection and suspension. Players or managers that are ejected from the game must leave the park.
How does our team get practice diamonds?
Before league play starts, teams can register at league meetings to be placed in a pool for time slots on City diamonds. Practice schedules are posted at City Rec windows. After season starts, limited diamonds are available, contact the league office at 385-2229 for availability. Diamonds that are chalked and prepared are closed to practice; teams may practice in the outfield only. School diamonds are also available, contact PHASD for information and permits.

How many players can be on a team?

Maximum players for all leagues are 20 players. Lower division recreation teams such as all members from a business may petition to the director to add extra players. All players must be 18 before playing, players that are 16 or 17 may play with parents consent and cosign on PHCSA players gold contract card. Rosters are frozen as of July 1st each year. Only additions after July 1 must be in writing to the league director and require approval before addition to the team.
How many players are needed to start a game??

Modified 8 with an out in 9th spot. Men & Women Slow Pitch 8 with out in 9th spot. COED 9 with out in 10th spot.(Must have 5 of same sex and 4 of the other sex)  In all leagues, if missing player shows up, he/she goes into 10th spot.  To use an extra player, the player must be present at start of game. The extra player cannot be added once the game starts. 

How many players are needed to finish a game?

If you start with 9 or 10 you must finish with the same. If a player is injured, and there is not an eligible sub, you may take an out in the injured spot. If a player is ejected and there is not an eligible sub to replace, the game is over and a forfeit.

What are the game time limits?

Game time on league schedule is game time. On the first game on the day, there is a 15 minute grace period. During the grace period the game clock is started. At the end of 15 minutes, if team does not have enough players, the game is a forfeit.Game time for 2nd and 3rd game is game time on schedule. ( There is no grace period.)  Time limits for modified and fast pitch are 1 hr 30min. No new inning starts after 1:27. For slow pitch and coed, game time is 1hr 15 minutes. At the time limit, the inning is finished out.  
What about tie games??

International tie breaker is used for games tied at end of 7th innings or games tied at end of time limit.  Last official batter in the previous inning will start at 2nd base with no outs.

End of season ties

Ties for 1st or 2nd place at the end of season will be decided by a playoff game. Regular season games records do not factor for ties for 1st or 2nd.

Fall Softball

Fall softball leagues are offered in COED and Men’s Slow pitch. League plays starts after Labor Day. Registration starts in August. Call the league office for details.

Game official lineups
Each game, teams will get a lineup card from the official scorekeeper at the park. Teams must submit first and last name, jersey number, and position of all starters and first, last name & jersey number of remaining subs. Lineup must be turned in 5 minutes before scheduled  game time.  Teams that fail to comply, the lead off batter will start the game with a two strike count. (Does not apply for teams that are short players at game time)
Blood Rule

Players that have exposed injuries with blood will not allowed to play until injuries are covered by bandage. Also any uniforms with blood will have to be changed or washed out before the player can return to the game.

Protests

Teams can file a protest during the game on misinterpatation of a rule by officials; judgment calls can not be protested.  The proper procedure is: notify the home plate umpire before the next pitch after the incident; the umpire will notify the other team; the official scorer will be notified also and note it in the scorebook. After the game, the protesting team must file a written report by 4:30pm the next business day at the City Rec dept along with a $20.00 protest fee.  League Director will review the protest and contact all parties for statements on the incident and make a ruling.   After the ruling, the team may refile for a full review by the Board will decision is final.
Why can’t players take warm up swings off the field?

Due to players and fans safety, players may only take warm up swings on the diamond, no warms are allowed off the diamond area.

Whats the last out runner rule?

In slow pitch, the batter that made/created  the last out is permitted to run for a baserunner. This can only be used once per inning and must be requested to the home plate umpire. In the first inning, it can not be used until there is one out. In coed it must be the same sex.

Double Bag at 1st base.

Runners must make contact with the orange bag on single base hits, fielders must use the white portion of the bag. On extra base hits, runners may touch either bag and fielders must yield the bag open to the runner.

Crashing into fielders/ Fake tags;
Base runners that crash intentional into fielders will be ejected from the game. Runners must slide or give up. Fielders are not allowed to make fake tags to cause runners to slide. Penalty is ejection.
Home Run rule & Mercy Rule
In slow pitch, there is a 4 home run rule per team per game. After 4 home runs it is a strike. When both teams hit 4 each, teams can match 1 for 1. Mercy rule in slow pitch is 12 after 5 innings. Modified is 10 runs after 5, Fastpitch 8runs after 5.  Also in womens slow pitch, teams switch after a 10 run lead.

Uniform Rule

All teams are to have matching jersey with number on back, and matching pants/shorts. Hats are to be matching but not mandatory except in Modified.  Players not in uniform are not eligible to play. Protest must be made upon discovery, see PROTEST. Teams needing exemptions must contact league office 24hr in advance prior to season start. 
COED Rules

COED rules that are different from slow pitch. In COED when a male batter walks, he automatically goes to second base ( he must touch 1st base). When there are two outs, the female batter has the option to hit or take a walk. (Note walks to female always result going to 1st base only.)  In PHCSA COED, males hit 14” ball, females hit 11” ball., league provide game balls at the field. Batting order is alternated male- female. Defense is outfield is 2 male, 2 female; infield is 2 male 2 female; pitcher and catcher are 1 male & 1 female. PHCSA allows 14 batters in COED, alternated sex batting. You must always have even number of players either 10, 12, or 14. You can start the game with 9 with an out in 10th spot. You must have either 5 of one sex and 4 of the other. When the missing batter shows up, they can come in the game for the 10th player. After the game starts you can not increase to 12 or 14 batters. No metal cleats allowed in COED. Players must give up or slide into bases, penalty is ejection.
Metal Cleats/ Bats

Metal cleats are allowed in all leagues except COED. ASA publishes a list of bats illegal for play. Using an illegal banned bat is ejection from the game. Check the ASA web site for updated list.
State Tournament Play

All teams are eligible to compete in State Tournament play. State roster must be turned into the league office by July 1st. Teams are classified after July 1 into different divisions of play based on roster, league & tournament record. Contact the league office for more information on tourney sites, details, and entry costs.
Schedule, Standings & Bylaws

Copies of PHCSA league schedule are available online on the web site PHCSA.com and at City Rec Dept. Standings and scores are posted daily on the web site. Bylaws are available, contact the league office for a copy.

1st Place, 2nd Place, Playoff Awards

At the end of each season, sponsor trophies are presented to League Champions, runner-up and Playoff Champions. 1st place individual trophies, shirts, or bags are also presented to all players of the championship team. Also playoff champion members each receive a T-shirt. All awards are presented at league Season Finale Awards night held in late September- early October. All teams and players are invited to attend to celebrate the season.  For more information, contact the league office for dates..

The above information is provided to answer questions on PHCSA softball. Information may be changed due to revisions each season by PHCSA board and leagues and changes to ASA rules. Note some of the above rules are for league play only and may be different for State tournament play. Consult the ASA league rule book. If you have any questions or clarifications call the league office 385-2229 or email PHCSA@hotmail.com.

Last update February 2011
PAGE  
1

